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2 The Director-General

Brussels,
TAXUD/GT/Svdv —
taxud.e.2(2020)5460075

Mr Petr Kreuz
Havlickova 599/5
CZ — Marianske Lazne 35301

foi+request-8323-
f454ca7f@infoprovsechny.cz

(by e-mail only)

Subject:  Your application for access to documents — Ref GestDem No 2020/5388

Dear Mr Kreuz,

We refer to the e-mail of 24 July 2020 from the Czech Permanent Representation to the
European Union by which the Czech authorities (Ministry of Finance) have referred a
request for access to European Commission documents to the Commission, in
accordance with the second paragraph of Article 5 of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001
regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents 1.
The latter provision states, with regard to requests for Commission documents addressed
to a Member State's authority, that ‘/z/he Member State may [...] refer the request to the
institution.” The request for access to documents is submitted to DG TAXUD under the
above mentioned reference number.

You make a request for access to documents as follows: “Working Papers n°s 556 and
568 ”. The subject of your request is the ‘Czech Consultation on VAT grouping’.

Find herewith following documents:
- Working paper n°556 + ADD1 and ADD2
- Working paper n°568 — minutes of the 83 meeting

Having examined the requested documents under the provisions of Regulation (EC) No
1049/2001 regarding public access to documents, | can inform you that the documents can
be (partially) disclosed.

Working Paper n° 556 is a consultation paper, including addendum ADD1 and ADD 2,

1 0JL 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43.
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relating VAT grouping. These documents can be fully disclosed (expunged from
personal data).

Working paper 568 concerns the minutes of the 83" meeting of the VAT committee held
on 28 and 29 February 2008 and can be partially disclosed. Chapter 3.6 relates to the
consultation by the Czech Republic. The chapters which concern the consultation of
other Member States have been redacted, because they are out of scope of your request
(except the chapters 3.4 and 3.8 on United Kingdom, already released for a previous
request). The names/acronyms in the disclosed text are anonymised based on the
confidentiality rules of the committee.

The documents to which you have requested access contain personal data (names and
office data of Commission officials, names of participants of the meeting).

Pursuant to Article 4(1) (b) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, access to a document has
to be refused if its disclosure would undermine the protection of privacy and the
integrity of the individual, in particular in accordance with Community legislation
regarding the protection of personal data. The applicable legislation in this field is
Regulation (EC) No 2018/1725% Pursuant to Article 9(1)(b) of Regulation 2018/1725,
‘personal data shall only be transmitted to recipients established in the Union other than
Union institutions and bodies if the recipient establishes that it is necessary to have the
data transmitted for a specific purpose in the public interest and the controller, where there
is any reason to assume that the data subject’s legitimate interests might be prejudiced,
establishes that it is proportionate to transmit the personal data for that specific purpose
after having demonstrably weighed the various competing interests’.

We consider that, with the information available, the necessity of disclosing the
aforementioned personal data to you has not been established and that it cannot be
assumed that such disclosure would not prejudice the legitimate rights of the persons
concerned. Therefore, we are disclosing the documents requested expunged from this
personal data.

In accordance with Acrticle 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, you are entitled to make
a confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this position.

Such a confirmatory application should be addressed within 15 working days upon
receipt of this letter to the Secretary-General of the Commission at the following
address:

European Commission

Secretariat-General

Transparency, Document Management & Access to Documents (SG.C.1)
BERL 7/076

B-1049 Bruxelles

or by email to: sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu

You may reuse the documents requested free of charge for non-commercial and
commercial purposes provided that the source is acknowledged and that you do not
distort the original meaning or message of the document. Please note that the

2 Regulation (EC) No 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the protection of individuals
with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and on the free movement of
such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC, Official Journal L 205 of 21.11.2018, p. 39.

2


mailto:xxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx

Commission does not assume liability stemming from the reuse.

Considering your interest in the work of the VAT Committee, please note that documents
created after 2013 that have been cleared for publication by Member States are already
publicly available and can be accessed here:
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/business/vat/vat-committee en .

Yours faithfully,

(e-signed)

Gerassimos THOMAS

Annexes: as stated above
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